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ADVERTISEMENT: 


THE author of the following publication had 
not the leaſt intention of committing it to the 
preſs, till ſome days after the ſublance of it 
das delivered from the pulpit, But it having 
been ſuggeſted to him that, at the preſent alarm- 
ing crifis, it might, by the divine ble efing, be 
uſe ul to others, as well as to his own con grega- 
tions; he endeavoured to recolle the ſub- 
ance of what he had preached extempore ; and 
1 havm g written it out at Full length, as nearly - 
as be could in the ſame plain ſiyle, in which it 
was preached ; he has now, at the requeſt of 
felet? Friends, cauſed it to be printed; ſubmitting 
to the candor of the reader this haſty production; ; 
and bumbly truſting it may, with the ble effing 
of the Great Head of the Church, be ef * ſer 
vice to the Public. 


 IsL.1NGTON, 
March 9, 1 794. 


ISAIAEH lviii. | 5, 6. 


V it fuch a Faſt that I have choſen ? A day for a man to afflift his 
foul? Is it to bow down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread 
' fackcloth and aſhes under him? Wilt thou call this a faſt, 
and an acceptable day unto the Lord? Is not this the Faſt 
| that I have choſen, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs? 


E are met together this day, brethren, 
on a molt ſolemn and important occa- 

ſion; to obſerve a day of general faſt and 
| humiliation before God; in prayer for the 
pardon of our ſins; for averting the heavy. 
and long deſerved judgments impending over 
dur heads; for imploring divine aſſiſtance in 
our time of need; and for reſtoring and per- 
petuating a ſpeedy and honourable peace to 
this kingdom, and all the dominions belong- 
* ing 


CF © 
ing. thereunto. Nothing leſs is the ſpecial 
_ buſineſs of this day; but is it to be confined 
to this day ? That were a folemn mockery 

indeed; a mere farce ; an affront to the Ma- 
| jeſty of heaven; a calling for indignation in- 
ſtead of mercy. © Is it ſuch a faſt, faith the 
Lord, that I have choſen? For a man to 
«* afflict his ſoul for à day? (as it might be 
tranſlated, and as it is in the margin of our 
Bible). Is not this the faſt that I have 
5 _—_ to lodſe the bands of wickedneſs ?” 
Leave this undone, ye pervert the very nature 
of the faſts, that I have choſen. Seeing then 
this is the original deſign of ſuch a divine 
inſtitution, -a. ſcriptural faſt ; it becomes us, 
if we are really in earneſt, and mean ſome- 
thing more than form, and the external ſhew 
of the © bowing down the head as a bulruſh, 
« and the | reading ſackcloth and aſhes un- 
* der us,” to lay the axe to the root of the 
tree. National fins will bring down national 
_ judgments. © What peace can we expect 
« whilſt our whoredoms and our witchcrafts 
are ſo many?“ as Jehu ſaid unto Joram (a). 
« Righteouſneſs indeed exalteth a nation: 
ao; but ſin is a reproach to any people ).“ 


00 2 Kings, 3 IX, 22. 0 Prov. xiv. 34. 


If 


(x) 


If a nation forſake God, he declares © his 


anger ſhall be kindled againſt them, and he 


0 


A 


* many evils and troubles ſhall befal them; 


A : 
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© our beds (4), that is, to meditate on our 


principles and practice, in our moſt ſecret 


retirement, © and be ſtill,” ceaſing to mur- 


mur againſt God, his awful diſpenſations, and 


_ righteous judgments. 
In diſcourſing on this ſobject, 


I. Let us conſider our great mercies and 


privileges. 


II. Reflect on our many and heinous peo 


vocations. 


III. Point out the means of averting God's 


_ diſpleaſure, and obtaining his mercy and 
favour in time of danger. „ 


(e) Dept. XXxI. 16, 17. 6 Pf. iv. 4. 
1 8 B bo 2 1ſt. Let 


will forſake them, and hide his face from 
„ them, and they ſhall be devoured, and 


ſo that they will ſay in that day, are not 
theſe evils come upon us, becauſe our God 
is not among us (c)? Wherefore, as it is 
evident God has at preſent a quarrel with us, 
it becomes us, on this ſolemn occaſion, not 
only as a body of people, but as individuals, 
to * commune with our own hearts and upon 
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. . us donde our great national 


mercies and privileges. And here, not to 
inſiſt upon the more antient deliverances of 
this kingdom from the galling yoke and 
tyranny of foreign powers, how has the Lord 
interpoſed in behalf of this land in the great 
reformation from popery ! the overthrow of 
the formidable, and what was called the in- 
vincible, Spaniſh Armada ! and the grand 
Revolution of the laſt century ! Nor ſheuld 
we forget the ſuppreſſion of the rebellions, in 
the years 1715 and 1745; or the ſudden turn 
of affairs in 1759, from the brink of deſpair 
to the ſummit of national glory. And one re- 
cent inſtance of the goodneſs of God to this 
nation in particular muſt be freſh in every one's 
mind: the recovery of our preſent: gracious 


Sovereign from his late dangerous and alarm- 


ing malady, that baffled the art of his chief 
phyſicians, ſunk the nation into deſpondency, 


and excited the moſt ſanguine hopes of his 


ſecret and avowed enemies. But, bleſſed be 
the Lord, our extremity was his opportunity. 

He poured out a ſpirit of ſupplication on his 
people of all denominations ; he heard; he 


anſwered ; and, at a time when we could 


—. expect it, ſent us | Bp. Vea on the 


very 


„ 


very day, when inſtruments were prepared to 


be ſigned for the appointment and eſtabliſn- 


ment of a regency, a proſpect and ſymptoms 


0 f recovery appeared, and were announced 


from authority; to the confuſion of his ene- 


mies, and the univerſal joy of his faithful 
ſubjects. Delivered, therefore, as our nation 
hath been, in a ſignal, and little leſs than a 
miraculous, manner, (at different times); from 


the ignorance and idolatry of pagans; from 


the blind ſuperſtition of papiſts; and from 
the deſpotic oppreſſion of arbitrary power; 


favoured with the bleſſed Goſpel, inſtead of 


heatheniſm; yea, with the purity of it, in 


contradiſtinction from the errors of popery ; 


ſecured alſo in the enjoyment of our deareſt 
privileges, civil and religious, each man ſitting 
under his own vine and his fig- tree; and with 
full toleration to every man to worſhip God 

in his own way, according to his light, and 
agreeably to his conſcience; and enjoying 
many other innumerable and invaluable privi- 
leges as Engliſhmen, by the Bill of Rights; 
muſt we not fay, © What nation is like unto - 
5 this w favoured people (e)?“ Bleſſed be 


(e) 3 Sam. vii. 23 · 


B 5 God, 
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| God, we are not now chanting Ave Marias; 
counting our beads ; or falling down and 
— worſhipping carved images, the Virgin Mary, 
and the canonized ſaints, The Lord has 
graciouſſy opened our eyes, and delivered us 
from this popiſh trumpery. No longer are 
our Bibles ſhut up from us, or read in an un- 


known tongue. No longer are the people 


to pin their faith on the fleeves of the con- 1 
; clave, or to be guided by 1 the infallible decrees 


of the whore of Babylon. No longer are our 
princes to be ſlaves to the Pope of Rome, or 
tools to the prieſts; nor themſelves excom- 


municated, and their ſubjects abſolved from 


their allegiance, by the bulls of his holineſs, 


No longer are we to fear the burning of 


heretics, or the ſcaling our teſtimony. to the 
truth with our blood at the ſtake. Inſtead 
of all this papal ſuperſtition, tyranny, and 
perverſion of Scripture; When we conſider 


how clearly the doctrines of the Gol, 
pel, eſpecially that bulwark of Proteſtaniſm,. 
juſtification by faith alone, (which is pro- 
nounced by one of our great reformers, to be 
articulus ſtantis five cadentis ecelgſiæ; the ar- 
ticle, or teſt, of a ſtanding or falling church), | 


are Rated in the thirty-nine articles of the 
_ eſtabliſhed 


the inſineerity of many, who ſubſcribe, but 


699 


eſtabliſhed church ; and zadifpendbly required 
to be ſubſcribed bs every miniſter that enters 
| into her communion ; we cannot but admire 
and adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, 
in thus erecting and maintaining this public 
ſtandard of the eſſential truths of the word of 
God. We acknowledge indeed and lament 


do not maintain or preach them. Theſe 
men forget, that if they are true, they are 
bound by the moſt facred ties to preach them; 
and if they are falſe, they ought not, as honeſt 
men, to ſubſcribe to them. Glory be to God, 
| however, that the profeſſion of uur moſt holy 
religion is not attended now with the loſs of 
our liberty, our property, and our lives. No 
fines, no impriſonment, no martyrdom are 
inflicted now. Time was, when a cloud of 
witneſſes have ſuffered tortures and death for 
righteouſneſs ſake ; or, if not brought to that 
extremity, turned out of their livelihood, 
| torn from their families, caſt into priſons ; 
and, what was worſe than all, forbidden to 
preach the everlaſting Goſpel ; and when 
they ventured to ſpeak a word in their 
Maſter's name, obliged to meet in holes and 
corners at midnight, and without light, for 
| 1 fear 


„„ 

fear of diſcovery ; and at laſt, when all hope 
was at an end, drove out of the kingdom, to 
a foreign Clime, to maintain their religion 
with a conſcience void of offence. Glory be 
to God, that inſtead of groaning under a 
popiſh prince and arbitrary power, we have a 
monarch on the throne, who has permitted no 
perſecution for the Goſpel during his reign; 
who makes the laws of the land his rule for 
action; attends diligently and minutely to 
the public affairs; and is a ſtriking and exem- 
plary pattern of morality and ſocial virtues, in 
his private life! Yet, ſtrange to tell! with 
ſuch a conſtitution, ſuch privileges, and ſuch 
a prince, how many are diſſatisfied! But, 
What is as. unaccountable, as it is deplorable ; 
who could have believed, that any religious 
perſons, who enjoy the utmoſt toleration, 
and are ſtanding proofs of the mildneſs of 
the preſent auguſt Family on the throne, 
and the lenity of adminiſtration, ſhould dare 
to throw out diſaffected and bitter invectives 
againſt our king's royal perſon and govern- 
ment; and poiſon the minds of their hearers 
with ſeditious diſcourſes; and of the public 
at large, with inflammatory ſpeeches and 
fan Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 


8 


If |} 


ce not in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, leſt the 


daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, left 


« the daughters of the uncircumciſed 
triumph (/). But, bleſſed be God, this is 
not the caſe, I truſt, with the greater number 
of religious perſons ; whether in the Eſtabliſh- 

ment, or out of it. I know many of _— 

moſt reſpectable Diſſenters, as well a 
Churchmen, have been long ſenfible of, a 
| thankful to the Lord for the invaluable 
bleſſings they and their fathers have, near a 
century, enjoyed under the illuſtrious Houſe 


of Hanover. And they have taken every 


proper occaſion to teſtify their loyalty, and to 
ſupport that government, which maintains 
and protects their privileges. They feel it a 
mercy, that they have not to complain of the 


deſpotic ſtrides of an Henry VIII, the cruelty 


of a bloody Mary, the infamous lewdnels and 
profligacy of a Charles II. nor the popith bi- 
gotry and ſuperſtition of his brother James. 
They diſcover no grounds of fear, leſt the 
prerogative of the reigning prince ſhould 
weigh down the privileges of the ſubject; 
both being alike ſecured and guarded againſt 
undne encroachment, by the Bill of Rights, 


Ov 2 Sam. i, 20, 


and 


—_—_ 2 
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(2) 
and the ſubſequent laws of our excellent 
conſtitution. 

Vet, with all theſe peculiar liberties, is it 
not an undeniable fact, that many in this 
kingdom have been ſo poiſoned by ſeditious 
writings, induſtriouſly diffuſed through this 
land, and fold at a very low price, to be put 
into the hands, and to inflame the minds, of 

the loweft of the people, at the expence of 
| ſome of their ſuperiors ? Who are, it is to 
be feared, men either of ambitious views, or 
diſappointed in their proſpects, or deſperate 
in their fortunes; but ſeem determined, if 
poſſible, to pull down the antient and glorious 
fabrick of our invaluable conſtitution, in 
order to aggrandize themſelves, and to riſe 
upon its ruins. Not that any one on the 
other hand can be ſo infatuated as to 
expect perfection of any kind in this im- 
perfect ſtate of things; or to ſuppoſe that 
every individual in any adminiſtration is 
without ſpot; or that every one in op- 
poſition to a premier muſt be there- 
ſore a wicked man. This would be preju- 
dice indeed. But ſuppoſe your houſe, in 
length of time, wants repairs, or could admit 
of ſome alteration; would you therefore 
deſtroy the building, and raze it to the 
foundation ? 


0 HY) 


- foundation ? Or would you not take the moſt 


favourable ſeaſon in the year for making 
this alteration ? Is the time of war the pro- 


pereſt time for alteration of things at home ? 


which requires cool reflection, deliberate in- 


veſtigation, ſteady perſeverance and unanimity 


among true patriots and real friends of the 


_ conſtitution, whether they are in or out- of 
adminiſtration. Theſe things I only hint at, 
to promote internal peace, and to check un- 


_ reaſonable and groundleſs difſentions among 
_ ourſelves. And whilſt ſpeaking on this occa- 


ion, I cannot accuſe myſelf of being out of 


the way of my duty, more than St. Paul was, 


when, by divine command, he enjoyned © ſub- 


* miſſion to the higher powers, or © ex- 
« horted prayers and giving of thanks to be 


% made for kings and for all that are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and 


e peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. * 
If this kind of polities is improper nom, to 


be taught by the miniſters of the word, it 
was then. If unfit for the pulpit, how had it 
a place in the Bible? Are we not e wiſe 
% above. what is written! ?” and do we not 


thereby condemn the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
writers he inſpired by his own dictates to in- 
eulcate thoſe doctrines, which come with 

| equal 
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equal authority, as any other part of the 


oracles of God? But to proceed: Theſe men, 


with their deluded adherents, deſpiſe do- 
* minion, andſpeak evil of dignities (g).“ and 


« profefling to be“ free, they uſe their liberty | 


as a cloak of maliciouſneſs,” and forget the 
& apoſtle's exhortation to fear God, and 
% honour the king (þ).” Inſomuch that, 
it requires no {mall Chriſtian fortitude, for, 
miniſters, of the Goſpel, in the preſent day, 
to preach ſubmiſſion to the higher powers, as 
an ordinance of God (i); or to declare that it 
is by his divine authority that“ kings reign 
« and princes decree juſtice (/). Theſe 
would rather © do, us man, as is right in 
„ his own eyes (n), and have no King in 


ee, We: are they that ought to 
« ſpeak,” is the language of their hearts, 


their lips, and their conduct; * Who is 
Lord over us (2)? I ſpeak boldly, with 


the freedom of a miniſter of Chriſt, who has 


nothing to fear from oppoſition on the one 
hand ; and nothing to hope for from ad- 
miniſtration on che other; but deſirous to be 


00 Jude 3 wil. OW Prov. viii, 1 & 
(5) 1 Pet. ii. 16, 17. (n) Jud. xvii. 6. 


() Rom. xili. 1. Tit, iii. 1. (n) Pf. xii. 4. 1 Cor. iv. 2. 


faithful, 
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Faithful, and commending himſelf to every 


man's conſcience in the fight of God,” 


and how can we but lament, that when the 
Lord might juſtly expect © grapes from us, 
as ſo highly favoured a nation, we ſhould 


bring forth 201 grapes FP: This brings me 
to conſider | 
II. Our many and 3 provocations. 
Truly we may cry out with Iſaiah, Hear 
O heavens, and give ear O earth, for the 


Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and 


Co brought up children, and they have re- 
© belled againſt me. The ox knoweth his 


«© owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib, but 
Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 


«* conſider. Ah! ſinful nation, a people. 


„ laden with iniquity, a ſecd of evil doers, 


* children that are corruptors ! They have 
« forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the 


% Holy One of Iſrael to anger, they | are 
« gone away backward (s).” To what 


other cauſe but this univerſal apoſtacy of 


nature, and departure from God, can we trace 
up the general depravity and corruption that 
pervades all orders of men amongſt us, from 


high to low ! What viaſpbemy and contempt 


0 If. 1 1. 2, 37 4 


of D 


( 16 ) 
of every thing ſacred do we perceive amongſt 
the great! What profanation of the Sabbath, 
what negle& of divine worſhip; what ig- 
norance of religion and the Scriptures; what 
ſcoffing at the word of God and at all vital 
godlineſs, are practiſed by our ſuperiors, 
whoſe baneful influence extend to the mid- 
 dling and the loweſt claſſes of people! What 
diffipation and gaming! What luxury, 
_ drunkenneſs, and rioting ! What chamber- 
ing, and wantonneſs, what fornication, adul- 
tery, and divorces! What profane curſing, . 
| ſwearing, and perjury do we hear of among 
all orders! What a frequenting of plays, 
operas, and maſquerades! And, whilſt our 
taxes are perpetual ſubjects of complaint and 
| diſcontent, how do we hear of immenſe 
ſums of money laviſhly ſquandered, and con- 
ſlantly expended, in building, and ſupport- 
ing thoſe dreadful places of public amuſe- 
ments, thoſe ſeminaries' of vice, thoſe peſts 
of the nation! Where are the magiftrates 
that are a terror to evil works, and bear not 
the ſword in vain ;” that conſcientiouſly en- 
force the due obſervance of the Lord's day, 
or put the laws in force againſt immorality, 
without reſpect of perſon? Is there no cauſe 
of 


( a7 ) 


of complaint, in this great city, of ſhops being 
open, or only half ſhut ; of alehouſes being 
frequented by the lower people, as well as 


taverns by the great; of waggons coming 


into and going out of town, and even loading 
openly in our ſtreets, on the Lord's day? Is 
there no cauſe for the general obſervation, 
that we have the beſt laws, but the worſt 
executed in the world ? Where are the clergy 


that are laborious and indefatigable in their 


duty, « that cry aloud and ſpare not, and lift 


„up their voice like a trumpet, and ſhew 


the people their trangreſſion )? Or that 
determine to know nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified (2)? Where 


are the miniſters that © ſhun not to declare the 


whole counſel of God, whether men will hear, 


or forbear? That maintain the Scripture- 


0 doctrines of original ſin, the apoſtacy of hu- 
man nature, and the helpleſs and irrecover- 
able ſtate of fallen loſt man, but by the 
ſovereign grace, and almighty power of God 
in Chriſt ? Where are the miniſters, that, in 
| oppoſition to the poiſonous and fatal errors 


of the Arian and Socinian hereſies, inſiſt on 


(05 Em. . (% 1 Cor. ü. . 
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n 
the divine nature and dignity of the God- 
man, Chriſt Jeſus ; the nature, neceſſity, and 


perfection of his obedience, the efficacy of 
his atonement, the imputation of his righte- 


ouſneſs, and the fulneſs of his finiſhed ſalva- 
tion? Where are the miniſters that inſiſt 
upon the perſonality, the godhead, and the 
offices and operations of the Holy Ghoſt; as 
convincing of ſin, and of the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt; converting ſinners to God; ſancti- 
fying the whole man, in ſoul, body, and 
ſpirit; comforting believers under trials * 
wWitneſſing with their ſpirits they are children 
of God; vouchſafed unto them as an earneſt 
of their future inheritance; and ſealing them 
to the day of redemption? Where are they 
that ſtate the nature, and inſiſt on the neceſ- 
ſity (not of bare morality, and outward re- 
formation), but of perſonal holineſs and 
| ſpiritual-mindedneſs, « without which ns 
man ſhall ſee the Lord;” and of thoſe 
4 fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
« Chriſt to the praiſe and glory of God?” 

| God be praiſed, there are /ome, but not all. 
| Nay are there not many that prejudice their 

| hearers againſt the leading doctrines, and the 
faithful miniſters of the Goſpel ? Or that 
ſet an example * frequenting places of 
pleature | 


( 19 ) 


| pleaſure and diffipation, 'horſs races, card 
tables, the aſſembly, and the playhouſe ? 
Where are they that feed the ſheep and the 
lambs, and do not rather “feed themſelves, 
eat the fat, and clothe them with the 
„ wool ; do they ſtrengthen the diſeaſed, 
heal the ſick, bind up that which was 
* broken, bring again that which was driven 
% away, ſeek that which is loſt, and not rule 
« them with force and with cruelty; do 
they not ſuffer the ſheep to wander upon 
* the mountain, and to be ſcattered on all 
« the face of the earth, and none to ſearch or 
4 ͤſeek after them? The Lord complained of 
foch negligent ſhepherds in Ezekiel's time, 
ch. xxxiv. v. 2-6. Is there leſs cauſe of com- 
palaint now? Where are they that are © inſtant 
© in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon (7) ?” That are 
examples of believers in word, in converſa- 
« tion, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
ec prayer? That give attendance to reading, 
* to exhortation, to doctrine (/).“ Are not 
e the blind leading the blind, and both falling 
2. into the ditch?” Do our learned men, inſtead 
of * ſpoiling others through . and 


* 


00 a Tin. iv 2. (/) Tin. iv. 
2 vain 


(20 ) 


© yain deceit, after the tradition of min, 
© after the rudiments of the world, and not 
4 after Chriſt (s) ;” make deep reſearches 


into the Scriptures, and acquaint themſelves 
with the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven? 


Do they ſeek © the wiſdom that cometh down 


from above,” or are they not *vain in their 
imaginations (or reaſonings) and their fooliſh 


hearts darkened; profeſſing themſelves wile, 
are they not become fools ()?“ Are not 
our rich men © high-minded and truſting in 


* uncertain riches (2), that © make them- 


« ſelves wings and fly away;” inſtead of layin g 


0 up treaſures in heaven,” or of partaking of 
« the unſearchable riches of Chriſt,” whilſt 
they are here upon earth ? Do they feed the 


hungry and cloath the naked, inſtead of 


« cloathing themſelves in purple and fine 


0 linen, and faring ſumptuouſly every 


- 


E 


not the children, of courſe, giving into the 


(5) Col, ii, 8. „ (v) Luke xvi, 19. 
(t) Rom. i. 21,22. (u) Prov. xxii. 6. 
() 1 Tim. vi. 16. Prov, xili. 5, 9 


day (v)?“ Do parents © train up their 
a in the way wherein they ſhould. 
go, © in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord (0), or are they not utterly 
negligent of their immortal ſouls? and are 


follies 


223 — 
ON . ks 2 7 * 


their families ? 


1 

e and diflipation of youth, lovers of 
e pleaſures more than lovers of God (*) ;“ 
and too often, after a life of profuſeneſs and de- 
bauchery, finiſh their career with bankruptcy, 
beggary, and a priſon; or with loathſome 
diſeaſe, ſuicide, or an ignominious death at the 
gallows? and are not the pooreſt mechanics, 
or labouring people, ſpending that money 
in an alehouſe, which ſhould maintain their 
families, or pay their debts? and whilſt they 
are finding fault with their rulers, and under- 
taking to mend the affairs of the nation, are 

they not ruining themſelves, and * ] 
Thus we ſee, © ah foundations are all 
© out of courſe ( y) ;” and from . the crown 
of the head to the ſole of the foot, there 
4 is no ſoundneſs ; but wounds, and bruiſes, 
and putrifying ſores.” Can we wonder, 

if “our country ſhould become deſolate, and 
© our cities burnt with fire; if ſtrangers. 
&« ſhould devour our land in our preſence(2z)?” 
Can we wonder, if the Lord ſays, © ſhall I 
not viſit for theſe things, and ſhall not 
* my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 


| (x) 2 Tim. i 1 0 If. i i. 6, 7. 
G0 Pf. IXxXXIIi. 5. 
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118 
« this (a) ?” The Jews bad Penn an highly 


favoured people, but they provoked the Lord 
with their ingratitude and rebellion, their 
infidelity, idolatry, and apoſtacy. They had 
been long threatened, and often and ſeverely 
| puniſhed. They had been carried into. 
captivity ; their city and their temple were 


in due time reduced to ruins ; and a general 
maſſacre took place, when tens of thouſands 


were put to the ſword. They had rejected 
God; and God has rejected them; and has 


made them, to this very day (of which ye are 


all eye witneſſes) ſtanding monuments, as a 
people, of his righteous diſpleaſure, and vin- 
dictive juſtice. For though he bears long, 


and forbears, he will puniſh at laſt; if“ his 
<4 long-ſuffering leadeth not to repent- 
| « ance (5).” What is become of the ſeven 


churches of Afia? Has not the Goſpel- 


candle ftick been long removed from them, ac» 
_ cording to the divine threatening ( c), be- 
| calls they were fallen, and repented not) 


And what have we to expect, as a church 


| and nation, but to be given over as a prey to 


our enemies teeth ? Verily © except the 
« Lord of hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall 7 


0 Je," v. 9. 00 Rom. i ii. 4. le) Rev. li. 5. 
© remnant, 


( 23 ) 


ce remnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom, | 
* and we ſhould have been like unto Go- 


* morrah (4).” What have we to expect, if 
God ſhould let looſe our ravenous foes upon 
us; and the French, the inveterate enemies 
of the Engliſh, their conſtitution, and mo- 


narchy, ſhould prevail? Our king butchered, 
our government deſtroyed, and our places of 


_ worſhip turned into heathen temples ! The 


Chriſtian's God blaſphemed; and the ficti- 


tious goddeſs, Reaſon, adored in his room 


Our Altars thrown down; our worſhip 
counted fanaticiſm ; and our miniſters {lain 


with the ſword ! The houſes of God turned 


Into dens of thieves, and ſynagogues of Satan ! 


Our prayers, and hymns of praiſe, giving 
way to Ca Ira, and bacchanalian ſongs ; and 


the Lord's Supper yielding to civic fetes ! 
Our churches and meetings made the reſi- 


dence of Dagon, inſtead of the ark of the 
Lord ! and whilſt ſome few are found, pray- * 
ing to the God of Iſrael; the generality be- 


coming infidels, and ſaying, © There I, ne 
God; or crying, O Baal hear us; or, 


4 great is the Diana of the „ - 


Your boaſted liberty would be ſucceeded by 


impriſonment, and confiſcation of property; 


(d) II. i. 9. 
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"4:3 
your government by anarchy; your peace and 
order by diſcord and confuſion ; your parlia- 
ments of king, lords, and commons, by c:n- 

ventions of the loweſt and vileſt of the Pon + 1 
your trials by jury muſt yield to mock judi- 

catures; where you will be denounced without 

grounds ; tried without law ; and condemned 
without mercy ; where your accuſers will 
be your judges ; where an inſatiable thirſt for 
blood and treaſure can only be gratified by 
the death of the unhappy and devoted victims 
of their rage ; and where the laſt and only 
favour you can expect is a ſpeedy execution; 
and an end put to your carthly miſery, by 
being barbarouſly drowned from a ſcuttled 
boat ; or ſhot to death by the military ; or 
your heads, by dozens, chopped off by the 
guillotine, that new-faſhioned inſtrument of 
deſpotic tyranny, and wanton and cruel 
maſſacre. 
Is this the boaſted Iiberty of the F aw? 
Is it 5578, that any are ſo infatuated as to wiſh 
to exchange for the privileges of a Briton ? 

Is the blaſphemy, infidelity, and atheiſm we - 

read and hear of, more to be deſired than 
the religion of Chriſt and the Goſpel ? Is 
ce the blood under the altar” of thoſe con- 
feſſors 


* 
feſlors and martyrs, that were ſlain for the 
* word of God, and for the teſtimony which 
& they held,” to be treated with contempt 5 
whilſt the aſhes of the vileſt infidel, and 
moſt barefaced atheiſt, whoſe writings have 
poiſoned thouſands (I mean, Voltaire), ſhall 
be ſolemnly conſecrated with immortal 
| honour; and the wretch, who is lifting up 
his eyes in torments, be blaſphemouſly deified 


bere upon earth; and this, with the moſt 


marked and impious defiance and affront of 

the Majeſty of heaven and earth? 

Awake, Britons, awake! Dread the con- 
: fequences of this contagious infection. Not 
a moment is to be loſt. It is not my province, 

nor deſire, to rouſe you to arms; but it is the 

duty of every i iniſter of Chriſt, to excite you 

to take a more ſucceſsful weapon in hand, 
than all carnal weapons put together, I mean 
prayer. Let me addreſs each of you, as the 
ſhip-maſter did Jonah, © what meaneſt thou, 

O fleeper, ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo 

« be that God will think upon us, that we 

« periſh not (e).” If the Lord of hoſts be 

« with us, and the God of Jacob be our 

« refuge,” we need not fear. © It js better to 

(s) Jonah i. 6, 
—— « gruſt 


( 26 ) 


* truſt in the Lord than to put confidence i in 5 


It is better to truſt in the Lord than 


* man. 


to put confidence in princes (). Whilſt 


others ig bt, let us pray, Whilſt © they put their 
truſt in chariots and horſes, we will remember 


the name of the Lord our God (g).“ In vain 
do we look to our admirals and generals, our 


fleets and our armies, yea and all the combined 
armies of Europe, if God be againſt us; if 
the Lord himſelf “ fight not our battles, 


* vain is the help of man (4).” We then 
only truſt on the ſtaff of a bruiſed reed, on 


„ which if a man lean, it will go into his 
on hand and Pires. it (1). Let "Us there- 
fore, RE 


. Point out the means of averting 
God's diſpleaſure, and obtaining his mercy 


5 and favour in time of danger. 
( ). Be humbled for ſin, original and actual, 


6s From whence come wars and fightings 


% among us? Come they r not hence, even of 
« our luſts, that war in our members (4) * 


Had there been no ſin, there would be no 


war. This is one of the many ſore Judg- 


C f) Pf. exviii, 8, 9. : "BJ 1) 2 Chron. Xvili. 21 
(g) N. . 7. (#) James iv, 1. 
(5) Pf. x. 11. 
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ments inflicted on a world, that lieth in 
* wickedneſs (1);“ by reaſon of fin. Con- 


* ceived as we are in fin, and born in ini- 


* quity, we 8⁰ aſtray from our mother's 
* womb (n; and © the imaginations of the 
* thoughts of our hearts are only evil con- 
4 tinually (n). ” © The whole world is 
« puilty before God (o); for © there is 
« no man that liveth and ſinneth not (y).“ 
Hence the ſtrife between God and man. 
Sin is the tranggeſſion of the law of 
_ « God(g).” This is © the abominable thing 
L hate G0. faith the Lord. The carnal 

* mind is enmity againſt God (/).” We 

have already mentioned ſome of the many 


0 


La) 


crying fins, nationa! and private, flow- 


ing from the corrupt fountain of © a deceit- 
„ful and deſperately wicked heart (:);” 
from whence proceed all evil thoughts, 
«* murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
« falſe witneſs, blaſphemies (2). Theſe 
are the things that fight againſt us with more 
ſucceſs than all other enemies. But i is there 


(7) 1 John v. 19. (9) 1 John iii. 4. 
(m) Pl. li. 5 Iviii. 3. Jer. xliv. 4. 
(n) Gen. vi, 3 7 Rom, viii, 7. 
| (0) Rom. iii. 19. 1.) Jer. xvii. 91 


77 1 Kin. viii. 46. () Mat. xv. 19. 
1 3 | | no 


6 


no pardon, no reconciliation, rs mercy 25 
Ves, bleſſed be God! There is a proclama- 
tion from heaven, declaring « the Lord, the 
Lord God merciful 10 gracious, long- 
4 ſuffering, and abundant in gcodneſs and 
* truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
e giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion; and in (v).“ 
Therefore, 
(a). Sue for mercy, i in that one, yet ſure, 
way, in which it can be found. Go, as ſin- 
ners, to God in Chriſt. Lay down your | 
arms; cry for mercy. But remember, it is 
in him only God can pardon, conſiſtently with 
his purity, his declarations in his word, and 
his juſtice. He is © of purer eyes than to 
* behold iniquity ();“ and can © by no 
means fpare the guilty (x).” He is a ſin- 
avenging God, and jealous of his own honour 
and government ; he has declared the awful 
ſanction of his holy law, © The wages of fin is 
death; the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die (y).“ 
Yet, hear O heavens, and give ear O earth! 
when © Iſrael had deſtroyed himſelf (z),” and 
was as hopeleſs as helpleſs ; when all human 


(v) Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. (y) Rom. vi. 23. Ezek. XViii 4. 
(w) Heb. i. i232. C) Ho. xiii. g. 
(x) Exod. xXXxIiv. 7. | 1 

BE wiſdom 


( 29 ) 

-wiſdom and power failed, to p'an or execute 
a method of reconciliation ; when © God 

4 looked and there was none to keep; and 
s he wondered and there was none to uphold, 

bis own arm brought falvation (2).“ In- 
finite wiſdom concerted, and almighty power 

accompliſhed, the glorious myſtery of re- 


deeming love. God was manifeſt in the 


.« fleſh (5).” © When the fulneſs of the time 
« was come, God ſent forth his ſon, made of 
« a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, even from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
for them (c). © God was in Chriſt re- 
„ conciling the world unto himſelf, not im- 
« puting their treſpaſſes unto them (4).“ 
Now life and immortality were brought to 
light in the Goſpel (e).“ Now © God 
could be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that 


cc 


«c 


c 


* believeth in Jeſus (/).“ Now © mercy 
% and truth met together; righteouſneſs 
C6 


and peace kiſſed each other (g).“ Chriſt is 
. Our ; Peace 3 he hath made Peace by the 
(a) If. iy. 5. x (e) 1 0 
(5) Tim. iii. 16. (J) Rom. iii. 26. 
(e) Gal. iv. 4, 5. & iii 13. (g) Pf, lxxxv, 10. 
44) 2 Cor. v. 19. . 
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(1) Eph. i. 7. Pf, exxx. J. (p) If. xlv. 22. 


3 4 
blood of his croſs (hb); he proclaims it in his 


word; he applies it by his ſpirit. It is to 
be had forafking ; without any merit of our's, | 


* without any works of righteouſneſs (7), . 


to be performed by us, to obtain it. The 
glory of the grace, and of the bleſſings of the 
Goſpel of peace, is, that they are beſtowed 
freely and fully, without money and with- 
« out price (4).” In him there is redemp- 


« tion, through his blood, the forgiveneſs of 


* our fins, according to the riches of his 
grace; yea, plenteous redemption to de- 
e liver Iſrael from all their offences (J).“ 
« His blood cleanſeth from all fin an)” 
 « Waſh ye, make you clean; put away the 
4 evil of your doings from before his eyes; 
though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall. 
be as white as ſnow, though they be red 
„ like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool (a).” In 
his pierced ſide is © a fountain opened for 
_ *« fin and uncleanneſs (o © Waſh then 


« and be clean.” Look unto him, and be 
60 ſaved ( * of In him is * preſent ; 


(5) Eph. i ii. 14. Col. 1 20. oy I John i. 2 


„F) GAS. 


c nd 


1 


te and everlaſting. But * there is none in 


* any other; for there is no other name 
under heaven among men whereby we can 


a be faved ().“ It is © by. faith alone in 


* him we can be juſtified, and have peace 
cc with God (i) 3 * juſtified, 1 ſay, from all 
e things, from which we could not be juſti- 
« fied by the law of Moſes (/).“ The law 
declares, © whofoever offendeth in one point, 


is quilty of all (s).” The law pronounces 


death on every offender ; © curſed is every 
* one that continueth not in all the things 


u which are written in the book of the law 
* to do them ().“ The law Provides no 


* help for the fallen, no remedy, no pardpn 
« for the guilty. But * what the law could 
* not do, in that it was weak through the 


« fleth, God ſending his own ſon in the like- 
* neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned 
* fin in the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of 
*© the law might be fulfilled in us, Who walk 
| « not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit.” * 


Hence: 2 


( 3)- Seck a divine change to be + wrought; in 


(7) Acts iv. _ (s) James 11, 10. 
Ir) Rom, v. 1 (z) Gal. iii. 10. 
(Y Ads alli, 39. : 
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(42 ) 


hour hearts, by the renewing. of the Holy 
Ghoſt. For “ if any man be in Chriſt, he 


is a new creature. Old CROSS paſs away, 


« all things become new ().“ Make not 
Chriſt © the miniſter of ſin (x).“ Turn not 


© 28 grace of God into laſciviouſneſs (3). 
Shall we continue in fin that grace may 
« abound ? God forbid (3) !“ Remember, 
„if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
e he his none of his (a).“ © ye muſt be 
born again of the ſpirit, or ye can never 
« enter the kingdom of God (3). They 
only who are led by the ſpirit of God, are 
ce the ſons of God (e). ” And © the fruit of 


© the ſpirit 1 is love, j Joy, peace, long-ſufferi ing, 


« gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tem- 


ce perance. For they © that are Chriſt's 
c have. crucified the fleſh with its affections 
« and luſts. If we live in the ſpirit, let us 
" alſo walk 1 in the _ (4 0— Therefore: "=. 


« the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 


(2) Rom. vi. 1. 
(a) Rom. viii. 9. 


(/) Rom. viii. 3» 4+ 
5 (v) 2 Cor. v. 17. 


(v) Math. i. 212. (5) John iii. 5. 
(x) Gal. ii, 17. (e) Rom. viii. 14. 
) Iude iv. («) Gal. v. 225 25, 


66 thin gs 


4 


(33 ) 


" « things (e).“ © Put to filence the ignorance 


70 of fooliſh men by well-doing (7). Let 
not your conduct be evil ſpoken of. Give 


none offence to the Jews, nor to the Gen- 


A tiles, nor to the church of God (g). Rather 
« ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath 


4 called you out of darkneſs into his mar- 


« yellous light ();“ that © as he who hath 


* called you is holy, be ye alſo holy in all 
e manner of converſation (i).“ © Ye are 


* bought with a price, therefore glorify 
Gd your Saviour with your ſpirit and your 
body, which are his (E).“ Let the ſeal of 
* God be ſeen in your foreheads (/).” Let the 


image and ſuperſcription of Chriſt be viſible 


on your whole outward man; it will be fo, 
if the inward man is “all glorious within.” 


Yea let all men “ take knowledge of you 


© that you have been with Jeſus (m) ;” and 


be conſtrained to acknowledge, that © we do 
* not make void the law through faith, God 


„ forbid, yea that we eſtabliſh the law (z).” 


(e) Tit. ii, 10. () 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
(f) 1 Pet. ii, 15. (7) Rev. ix. 4 

-(s) 1, Cor- * 32. (in) Acts iv. 13. 
(6) 1 Pet. ii. 9. () Rom. iii. 31 


(i) 1 Pet. i. 1 5, 


- Thus 


( 34 7 
Thus ſhall we prove to all, that we are no 
enemies to good works ; yea we maintain that 
they can proceed from no other principle, 
but © the love of Chriſt conſtraining us (o; 
and that where the grace of God comes to 
the heart, brin gin g falvation,” it teaches us 
what nothing elſe can effectually teach us, 
A that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
- © we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoully, and 
« godly in this Ou world ( P). Add to 
this, 8 
(4). not to forget the great duty of 
prayer. We are exhorted, by divine com- 


mand, * that firſt of all, ſupplications, 


prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks 
be made for all men; for kings, and for all 
te that are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and 
40 honeſty; for this is good and acceptable 
in the fight of God our Savour ().“ The 
* effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
« ayaileth much. Elias was a man ſubject 
to like paſſions as we are, and he prayed 
« earneſtly that it might not rain, and it 


— rained * on the Sar th by the ſpace _ of 


| 00 2 Cor. v. es (9) Th. Ii. 11, 12. 00 1 Tim, i ii. 1. 3. 
. 25 three 
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| three years and fix months. And he 


** prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, . 


* the earth brought forth her fruit (7). 

there had been but ten rightrous men N 
in Sodom, the Lord would have ſpared it for 
tens fake (/). Whilſt Daniel was praying 


to the Lord to turn away his anger from 
Jeruſalem; “ for their ſins and iniquities were 


* become a reproach to all about them; 
 whilſthe was praying and confeſſing the "oh 

of his people (5), he had a special meſſenger 

ſent to him from the Lord with a gracious 

anſwer, and the beſt tidings that could ever 
be announced to a ſinful world, 


And has not the Lord and out a ſpirit 
of ſupplication on his people i in this kingdom 
ere now, and heard and anſwered their prayers ? 


| Has he not raiſed up one and another that 
46 ſtood in the gap before him for the land, 
£ that he ſhould not deſtroy it, or pour out his 
<6 * indignation upon it, and conſume them 


“with the fire of his wrath ()?“ Have they 


not, like Jacob, wreſtled with God, and pre- 
walled 2) ?” Was there ever a more remarka- 


ble and general ſpirit of prayer poured out 


() James v. 16, 18. (x) Ezek. XXII. 30. 31. 
Y Gen. xviii. 32. () Gen. XXXII. 24, 28. 
5 () Dan, ix. 16, 20. | 


656 75 than 
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than in that national calamity, the late uni- 
verſally lamented illneſs of our beloved 
ſovereign? Was ever prayer more evidently 
heard, more ſeaſonably and effectually an- 
ſwered, to the joy of every loyal ſubject, and 
to the confuſion and diſappointment of the 
enemies of our king and country? The Lord 
has appeared for us wonderfully in times 
paſt. He is ſtill the fame. © He is our 

* preſent help in time of trouble (v).“ And 
„ who knows if he will return and leave a ; 
« bleſſing behind him (w),” and deliver us 
from our enemies © whoſe wrath is kindlcd 

_ « againſt us, when they are ſo ready to ſwal- 

c low us (x) ?” Then ſhall all be conſtrained 
to ſay, Happy art thou, O Britain! Who 
eis like unto thee, O people ſaved by the 

« Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and the ſword 
of thy excellency. Thine enemies ſhall be 
found liars unto thee ; and thou ſhalt tread 
4 upon their high places 5. 
Lt each of us then apart © enter into our 
« chambers (z),“ intreat the face of the 
Lord our. God, and pray for the people, that 
pray not for W not forgeting even . 


(v) PC. A . 8 60 1 
(20) Joel ii, 14. 1 
() Pi. cxxiv. 3. W 


our 


3 
our enemies, and whatever may be the iſſue 
bol the preſent dark diſpenſation of his provi- 
dence * hide ourſclves, as it were, for a little 
e moment till the indignation be overpaſt.” 
Bleſſed be God, © that man Chriſt Jeſus is 
an hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempeſt (a).” He ſets a mark 
upon the forcheads “of the men that ſigh, 
and that cry for all the abominations that 
Aare done in the midſt of the land (5).” Pray a 
alſo earneſtly, that the Goſpel, notwithſtand- 
ing our fins and provocations are ſo many, 
may be continued to us and our poſterity ; 
that it may be preached | in its purity, and T | 
the power of God unto ſalvation (e)“ 
thouſands and tens of thouſinds ; that * 
may © contend earneſtly for the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints (4); and that a ſpeedy 


end may be put to © the damnable hereſics 


* that deny the Lord that hath bought 
«us (e).“ Pray likewiſe, that the Lord may 
preſerve our invaluable conſtitution to us and 
our. poſterity ; may protect the perſon of our 
beloved ſovereign from all ſecret conſpiracy 
and open violence, and that he would 
proſper his government. To this end, that 
” (a) If. xxxii. 2. N d) Jude iii. 


| () Ezek. ix. 4. ( e) 2 Pet. ji. 1 
(c) Rom. i. 16. * 


he 


(ly 


he would out our counſellors, 4 5c ah 
our ſenators wiſdom (/).“ And at this time 
_ eſpecially, that he would graciouſly open the 
eyes, turn the hearts, and pardon the fins of 


our enemies; prevent more bloodſhed ; re- 


ſtore peace; and © beat our ſwords into 
e plough ſhares, and our ſpears into pruning 
„ hooks (g) ;” and © that the kingdoms of the 
* world may become the kingdoms of the 
Lord and of his Chriſt (5).“ Thus ſhall ye 
prove yourſelves good patriots, fathful ſub- 
jects, and real Chriſtians. This will be 
making the beſt uſe of a ſolemn faſt; this 


will not be merely afflicting the ſoul for a 


day; this will not be trifling with the 
moſt High- God. Rend your heart 
< therefore, and not your garments, and turn 
„ unto the Lord your God ;” * and you will 
find him gracious and merciful, ſlow to 
cc anger and of | great kindneſs, and repenting 
« him of the evil (i).“ But ſeeing © without 
« Chriſt we can do nothing ();“ and yer 
« through him that ſtrengtheneth us we can 
« do all things(/),” turn ye to the ſtrong. 
hold, ye priſoners of hope, even « to day do 


Y) Pf. cv. 22. 00 Joel i. 13. 
() If. ii. 4. (4) John xv. 5. 
(5) Rev. xi. 15. 3 


3 


I declare, faith the Lord, that I will render 
e double unto thee. The Lord your God 
e ſhall fave you in that day as the flock of his 
people, and ye ſhall be as the ſtones of a 
„crown, and be lifted up as an enſign upon 
* his land (m).” Therefore whilſt we have 
cauſe to lament with the church of old, 
«© The crown is fallen from our head, woe 
 « unto us that we have ſinned ; wherefore 
e doſt thou forget us for ever, and forſake us 
ſo long time?“ yet let us be encouraged to 
add the words that follow, e turn thou us 
* unto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, 
renew our days as of old (2).“ „ Amt may 
e the Lord hear us in this our as of trouble, 
the name of the God of Jacob defend us! 
* Send us help from the ſanctuary, | and 
0 ſtrengthen us out of Zion, grant us to ſet 


Aup our banners in his name, and vouchſafe 


d us the ſaving ſtrength of his right hand. 
Then ſhall our enemies be brought down 
and fallen, but we ſhall riſe and ſtand up- 


« right. Therefore, ſave, Lord, let the king 
hear us when we call (9) * 


00 Phil. iv. 13. (57) Lam. v. 46. 20, 21, 22. | 
(n) Zech. ix, 12, 16, (e) Pf. Xx. 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, * 
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